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Pass Master Plan Creates Blueprint for Future
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Travelers stop to take in the

panoramic views from the 

12,095-foot summit of

Independence Pass, but there is 

little in the way of interpretive

materials to explain what they are

seeing or what they should 

be looking for. Interpretive 

opportunities are being examined

within the process now underway

to update the Master Plan for the

entire 115-mile length of the Top of

the Rockies Scenic Byway. In his

dual role as IPF Director and as a

member of the Scenic Byway

Board, Mark Fuller is participating

in this extensive effort.

ndependence Pass is undergoing systematic scrutiny 
in a comprehensive effort to set the agenda for future 
management of the 37-mile corridor between Aspen and

Twin Lakes. The Top of the Rockies Scenic Byway Board, in
cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service, has responsibility for
updating the Byway’s Master Plan, but
the Independence Pass Foundation is a
key player in the multi-year process.  

With its long history of involve-
ment in managing the Pass and with
its intimate knowledge of how the
Pass is currently used by travelers and
recreationists, IPF is participating in
every aspect of the planning process.
IPF Executive Director Mark Fuller, as
a member of the Byway Board, has
been involved in the scoping of the
Master Plan work program, consultant
selection and project oversight. 

IPF participated in the Design Charette that was held in
Aspen in early June, and will continue to guide the process to
ensure that it is consistent with our goals and values. The Master
Plan will consider such topics as recreational improvements, 
signage, educational materials, road, traffic and parking analysis,
maintenance and improvement of the environment, historic
preservation, and use of social media and digital technology to
tell the Byway’s story. 

When completed in early 2012, the Master Plan will provide
a blueprint for future projects, management policies and resource

I planning. By working hand in hand with the Scenic Byway Board
and the other involved agencies, the Independence Pass
Foundation will assure that the Scenic Byway and IPF’s work will
continue to be mutually supportive. 

The Top of the Rockies Scenic
Byway was established by the State
of Colorado in 1993, but it was not
until 2008 that Highway 82 over the
Pass was added to the Byway. Prior
to then, the Byway, which includes
Highways 24 and 91 in Lake and
Summit Counties, officially ended
west of Twin Lakes. Following its
addition to the Byway, the corridor
between Aspen and Twin Lakes was
designated as a part of the National
Scenic Byway system in 2009. 

For many years, IPF resisted
including the corridor in the Scenic Byway based on concern that
it would dramatically increase traffic over the Pass and adversely
impact the Pass’ environment and ecology. By 2007, however, 
it was clear that not only was traffic growing, but increased 
recreational use of the Pass required new and additional 
planning and management resources that only Scenic Byway 
designation could bring. IPF led the lengthy process to add the
Twin Lakes to Aspen segment of Highway 82 to the Scenic
Byway, and has since enjoyed a productive relationship with the
Top of the Rockies Byway Board. 



The Independence Pass Foundation 

is grateful to The Thrift Shop of aspen

for its generous grant of $3,000 in 

support of the IPF Newsletter.

Montane Sponsors ($1,000)
Alpine Bank
Aspen Earthmoving
Community Banks Aspen
Environmental Logistics of  Colorado
FIJI Water 
Forrest Painting & Decorating
Hotel Jerome
Robert Pew
Yenter Companies

Forest Sponsors ($500)
Aspen Film
Aspen Orthopaedic Associates
Diana & Garrett Bouton
Earth-Wise Horticultural
Holy Cross Energy
George Mead
Mead Witter Fnd. 
Pine Tree Players 
Pomeroy Sports 
Ute Mountaineer
Wells Fargo
King Woodward

Meadow Sponsors ($250)
39 Degrees/Sky Hotel
ABCD Soderberg
Aspen Associates
Aspen Sports
Aspen Tree Service
Aspen Velo
Austin, Peirce & Smith
Bethel Party Rentals
Claudia & Kirk Beattie
Bishop Plumbing & Heating
Blazing Adventures
David J. Borchers, M.D.
Bob Camp
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Chase
Dexter & Dennis Cirillo
Citewaste
City Market
City of  Aspen
Clark’s Market
Eagle Crest Nursery

Debbi & Steve Falender
Frias Properties of  Aspen
Fuller Consulting Services
Garfield & Hecht
Joyce & Bill Gruenberg
H3 Architects /Heidi H. Hoffmann
High Mountain Taxi
Hill Builders
Gail & Phil Holstein
David Hyman & Barbara Reid
Carol Ann Jacobson Realty 
KAJX
KKCH JACK FM
KNFO
KSPN
Tracie & Larry Kugler
Bruce L. Lee/The Rockwood 

Charitable Trust
Lone Pine Construction
Judi & Bob Loubier
Louis Swiss Pastry
Main Street Bakery & Cafe
Love Grown Foods
Mt. Daly Landscaping
Oates, Knezevich, Gardenswartz & 

Kelly, PC
Obermeyer Asset Management
Pagni Lawn
Peczuh Printing
Hensley & James Peterson
Plant Trees 4 Life
Pleasant Avenue Nursery
Reese Henry & Co.
Barbara Reid & David Hyman
RFTA
Ryan Investment Management
Sandy’s Office Supply
Schmueser Gordon Meyer
Ski.com
The UPS Store
Timberline Bank
T-Lazy-7
Vectra Bank
Jeff  Webster Consulting
Yeh & Associates
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Snow Declared Winner of 17th annual Ride!

or the first time in its 17-year history, the
Independence Pass Foundation’s annual Ride 
for the Pass had to be canceled due to snow 

covering the roadway that would have created 
unacceptable safety hazards for riders. on the Friday
before the scheduled Ride on May 21, the IPF Board of
Directors and staff took steps to hold the Ride in the
face of less than desirable weather conditions. IPF got
the word out to registered riders that the start time
would be 10 a.m. instead of 9 a.m. and that the start
and finish points would be moved lower down on the
Pass in hopes of avoiding snow present at higher 
elevations. The Colorado Department of
Transportation cleared the course twice in the early
morning of May 21. Despite these adaptive measures,
the weather prevailed--snow continued falling steadily.

The good news is an enthusiastic crowd turned
out for the party and prize giveaway at the Sky Hotel.
Some people even registered for the Ride aFTeR it
was cancelled just so they could get a bib and get in on
the prize drawing! We are grateful to the party-goers
and all those who didn’t attend but who understood
our difficult decision. one cancellation in 17 years is a
great track record, and we hope past and new Ride for
the Pass participants will join us next year as we
embark on another winning streak.

F

IPF Board members David Hyman, Paul D’Amato and James

Peterson greet Ride for the Pass party-goers and distribute bibs and

drawing prize numbers.

Amanda Hartman and Peter McBride were the happy winners of

town bikes in the prize drawing. Roaring Fork Valley businesses and

restaurants generously contribute dozens of prizes every year.

IPF’s Work Featured
Paul andersen’s article, “Healing Colorado’s Independence

Pass,” is featured in the May 27, 2001 edition of New West,

a digital guide to news, analysis, and culture for the Rocky

Mountain region. His story provides a compelling 

overview of the work of the Independence Pass over the

past two decades. http://www.newwest.net/topic/article/

healing_colorados_independence_pass/C41/L41/



The Independence Pass Foundation 
appreciates all of our Generous Supporters!

September 1, 2010-June 1, 2011

suMMit Partners

($100,000 & above)
Anonymous Donors
City of  Aspen
Colorado Dept. of  Transportation
Pitkin County 

suMMit beneFactors

($25,000-$99,000)
Michael Stranahan
Jane Strandberg
U.S. Forest Service

tundra Friends

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous Donor
Barbi & Doug Sheffer, DBS 

Helicopters Inc.

suMMit sustainers

($12,095 over 5 Years)
Anonymous Donor
Catto Charitable Fnd.
Juliane Heyman
Lisa & Willem Mesdag, The Mesdag 

Family Fnd.
Alison H. & Boniface A. Zaino.

alPine Friend

($5,000-$9,999)
The Louis & Harold Price Fnd.

tiMberline Friend

($2,500-$4,999)
George W. Mead II (4)

Montane Friends

($1,000-$2,499)
Ruth H. Brown Fnd.
Bob Camp (3)
Christin Cooper & Mark Tache
Carol G. Craig
The Nick DeWolf  Fnd.
Debbi & Steve Falender (3)
For the Forest
William H. & Mattie Wattis 

Harris Fnd.
Casady M. Henry, In Memory of  

Lenore Pogliano
Jettie Kelly, T.R.Q. Family Fnd.
Sally & Jon Kovler, Blum-Kovler Fnd.
Bruce L. Lee, The Rockwood 

Charitable Trust, In Memory of  
Our Father, John Landon Lee

Judi & Bob Loubier (3)
Ernst & Wilma Martens Fnd.
Mead Witter Fnd. (2)
Tamar Olitsky, Elizabeth Goldberg 

Family Educational Fund
Dianne B. & David J. Stern (2)
Ruth & Bob Wade, 

Ute Mountaineer (5)
Zygmunt & Audrey Wilf  Fnd.
Jennifer A. Woodward, In Memory of  

Anne Marie Woodward
King R. Woodward (4)

Forest Friends

($500-$999)
Barbara Allen, Pine Tree Players (2)
Leigh & Al Buettner
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan (2)
Marcia A. Corbin, Corbin 

Family Fund
Susan Webb De Saint Phalle
Bernice & Loyal Durand
Debbi & Steve Falender
M. Joan Farver, Joan Kuyper 

Farver Fnd.
Mary F. Griffith
Joyce & Bill Gruenberg (2)
Kristen Henry, In Honor of  Ed Barber
Gail W. & Phil Holstein (2)
Charles Hopton (2)
David Hyman & Barbara Reid (2)
Tricia Nichols, The Cirila Fund (2)
Hensley & James Peterson (3)
Carolyn K. & Robert K. Purvis, 

Chinook Charitable Fnd.
Toni Rembe Rock & Arthur Rock
Melissa A. Shennan
Gillian & Robert Steel
Lucia D. Swanson & Ted Levine (2)
Nancy & Charles Wall Family 

Fnd. Fund
Cynthia Wayburn, In Memory of  

Heather Hopton
Marnie & Jerome P. Webster, Jr.
Mary &  Hugh D. Wise III, 

The Flunison Fund
King R. Woodward, In Memory of  

Robert Lewis
George R. Zachar & Nancy R. Lazar

Meadow Friends

($250-$499)
Andrew S. Allan
Barbara Allen & Bil Dunaway, In 

Honor of  Edgar Barber
Peter Anzalone & Angeles Torres (2)
Aspen Elks Lodge #224
Amy & Neal Beidleman
John & Jacolyn Bucksbaum 

Family Fnd. 
Cinda & Don Erdman
Laura & Bruce Falkenberg
Yale Gieszl
Margot B. Hampleman
Heidi H. Hoffmann
Gail W. & Phil Holstein, In Honor 

of  Alexandra P. Wanman
Charles Hopton, In Memory of  

Lenore Pogliano
Marianne B. & Richard E. Kipper 
Mary E. & Russell C. Libby
Peter A. Looram
Erin M. Loubier & Steven Bennett (2),

In Honor of  Judi Loubier
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew D. McCullough, Jr.
David Newberger
Paula Ann & Robert P. Peck
Brooke A. Peterson & Diane T. 

Peterson Advised Fund at 
Aspen Community Fnd.

Hensley & James Peterson, In 
Memory of  Bob Lewis

Anne Rickenbaugh
Marcia & Philip Rothblum Advised 

Fund at Aspen Community Fnd.

Sally B. Saunders
The Susan & Ford Schumann Fnd.
Sean Sebastian
Alexis & Steven Spiritas, In Memory of

Felix & Lenore Pogliano
Andrea & Dr. Lubert Stryer

streaM Friends

($100-$249)
Rebecca T. Ayres
Balcomb & Green, Ride for the Pass
Edgar F. Barber
Michael Behrendt
Chuck Bellock Construction
Joan & John Bemis
Catherine M. & Carl Bergman
Diana H. Beuttas
Don Birnkrant
Donna L. Blackmon & Timothy W. 

McGuire, Jr.
Rita & Irwin Blitt
Laurene B. Brooks
Julie & Dick Bulkeley
Katherine & James Bulkley
Mary Ann Coates
Johanna B., M.D. & Donald 

Chookaszian (2)
Cathryn R. & Thomas F. Crum
D. Stone Davis & Lynn Russell
Helen Buchanan Davis
Jaclynn Derosier, In Honor of  Nancy 

& Wolf  Gensch
Mary Dominick & Sven Coomer
Carol Dopkin Real Estate
Deborah R. & Jerome P. Epstein
Suzanne Farver
Mary C. & Paul F. Fee
Eileen Fish
Martin Flug, Margulf  Fnd.
Katherine & Alan Fox
Jane & Bill Frazer
Lillian Fuller, To Honor Bob Lewis—

His Wisdom & His Vision
Susan R. &  Richard W. Gessner
Rob Gile
M.J. & John C. Gray
Georgia & Andy Hanson (2)
Constance Harvey, In Memory of  

Bob Lewis
Scott A. Hicks
Philip R. Hodgson (2)
The Richard Horvitz & Erica 

Hartman-Horvitz Fnd.
Patricia & Stephen Kanipe
Marvin Kahan, In Honor of  

Lillian Fuller
Jeffrey D.J. Kallenberg
Albert Kern
Maureen A. & David E. Kerr
Helen Kalin Klanderud, In Memory of

Bob Lewis
Suzanne & Robert A. Kriscunas
Shirley & Stanley Kritzik Donor 

Advised Fund
Katherine & James B. Kurtz
Robert Laitos
Tracy & Glen Larner
Elaine & Robert LeBuhn
Marianne & William Lederer
William C. Light
Carol & William Lightstone

Judith Hill Lovins & Amory Lovins
Joanne & Lee R. Lyon
Dan & Tita McCarty Advised Fund 

at Aspen Community Fnd.
Ramona & Jim Markalunas, In 

Memory of  Bob Lewis
Barbara & Dick Moebius
Cliff  Mohwinkel
Betty & Kenneth Moore
Carolyn & Tom Moore
Martha S. Moran & 

James A. Kirschvink
Margaret Ann Mullins
Patricia M. & Kirk M. Nevins, In 

Honor of  Mary & John Kadas
Virginia & Rick Newton
Nick DeWolf  Fnd., Wild & Scenic 

Film Fest
Frank S. Peters & 

Marjory M. Musgrave
Blanca & J. Cavanaugh O’Leary
Buzz Patten
Melinda & Dr. Norman C. Payson
Avilla Peterson
Bernard R. Phillips
Anne & Arnold L. Porath
Irma Prodinger
Carol T. Racine
Tim C. Rodell
Louisa F. & James A. Rudolph
Mary Salton, In Memory of  

Heather Hopton
Joel Scott
Frank C. Shelden
Carolyn T. & John L. Shurman
Evelyn & Martin D. Siegel
Carol U. Sisler
Dr.  Nancy G. Thomas & 

Dr. Roger E. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Trapp
Mark Tye
Marguerite M. VillaSanta, Dr. Frank 

C. Marino Fnd.
Betty J. Weiss
Everett J. Wiehe
Eleanore B. Wilfley
Beth & Pierre Wille
Dr. Robert E. Wilson, In Memory of  

Linda Jean Wilson
Barbara Batinkoff  Winston & 

Bruce H. Winston
Cecelia & David Zumwinkle

Moraine Friends

($1-$99)
Martha Ames & Stephen C. Hach
Mary J. Armstrong
Helen C. Badt 
Beatrice H. & Gordon T. Beckley
Kurt G. Bresnitz (2)
Linda K. & Robert D. Brining
Kathryn M. Buster
Judith A. Byrns, In Memory of  

Dottie Fox
Paula & Matthew Carr
Terry P. & Stephen H. Casey
Thomas G. Chapin
Hal Clark
Gesine & Jack Crandall
Cathy & Tom Crum
Charles O. Dalton, Sr.
Catherine R. & Peter R. Davis
Irvin A. Ebaugh Jr.
Sally & Christopher Faison, In 

Memory of  Cindy Curlee & 
Heather Hopton

Mary Lou & Joseph W. Farrell III

Printed On 
Recycled Paper



Independence pass FoundatIon
Bob Wade, President  n Kristen Henry, Vice President

Debbi Falender, Secretary  n Bob Camp, Treasurer
Directors:  Paul D’amato, Bill Gruenberg, 

Heidi H. Hoffmann, Gail W. Holstein, David Hyman, 
James Peterson, & King R.  Woodward

Mark Fuller, executive Director
Judith olesen, Development Director

GeneRous suppoRteRs

Mary Lou & John V. Flynn, Jr.
Ginna & Timothy Francis
Herbert S. Garten
Randy Gold
Thorey & Barry Goldstein
Margot L. Graham
Joyce Kennish Greenhaus & 

Shelley Greenhaus
Janet Guthrie
Dusty Hamrick
Kathryn G. Hannay
Fiona E. Heggie
Gregg S. Hemming
Ann V. Hodges

Katherine U. Hubbard
Ellen Hunt
Jacquelyn A. Kasabach 
Linda & John G. Keleher
Sue S. & Alfred J. Kobak, M.D.
Robert D. Leatherman & 

N. Kathryn Pitner
Denison S. Levy
Kathleen A. Mann
Lisa Markalunas
Sharon Hall McBay
Elizabeth & Graeme Means
David Muckenhirn
Robert Murray
Robert F. Nix
Michael Novitch & Sally Koenig
Bette E. Oakes

Margaret O’Brien
Bruce Parlette
Fonda & Charles Paterson
Susan R. & Daniel E. Patterson
William G. Peterson
Suzy & David Pines
Gina Pogliano & Connor 

Pogliano Gleason, In  Memory 
of  Felix & Lenore Pogliano

Sally & Dale Potvin
John W. Putnam
Rachel E. Richards (2)
S. Richards-Freis, In Memory of  

Zula Price
Mary Ellen Rogers
Dwayne Romero
The Gary Rosenau Fnd.

Charles E. Roth
Thomas C. Sando
Judith J. Schramm
Marlene Schroeder
Dawn Shepard
Carolyn & Richard Shohet
Sandra E. Simpson & 

Don Davidson
David B. Spencer, In Honor of  

Melissa Spencer
Ned Sullivan
Elizabeth Talenfeld
Martha & Robert Waldo
Susan C. & Jeffrey B. Wallace
Donna & Thomas Ward
Nina Coulter Ware
Edie & George B. Wombwell

Montane sPonsor ($1,000)
Hotel Jerome
Independence Square Lodge/Frias 

Properties of  Aspen 
KSPN/KNFO Radio
Robert Pew
Alison & Buzz Zaino

Forest sPonsors ($500)
Chinook Family Fnd.
DBS Helicopters/Barbi & Doug 

Sheffer
Dianne & David Stern, 
Lucia Swanson & Ted Levine
King R. Woodward

Meadow sPonsors ($250)
Aspen Square Hotel
Basalt Printing
Bob Camp

Li & Mark Cole
DuBose Family Fnd.
Debbi & Steve Falender
Joyce & Bill Gruenberg
Charles Hopton
David Hyman & Barbara Reid
Bruce L. Lee/The Rockwood 

Charitable Trust
Judi & Bob Loubier
Love Grown Foods
George W. Mead II
Mead Witter Fnd.
Tricia Nichols/The Cirila Fund
Judith Olesen Consulting
Hensley & James Peterson
Ski.com
The Aspen Times
The Gant
Ute Mountaineer
Wilderness Workshop

2011 Wild & Scenic Film Fest SponsorsFilms to Inspire activism
he Independence Pass
Foundation hosted its
third “Wild and Scenic

Film Festival” at Aspen’s 
historic Wheeler Opera House
March 25. Following a slide
show of IPF’s work on the
Pass, nine documentaries 
were presented. A number of
IPF supporters were in the
audience, but there were many
new faces as well.

The goal of the festival is
to use film to inspire activism.
“The films illustrated not 
only the challenges facing our 
planet, but also the work that
people are doing to protect the
places they love such as
Independence Pass,” said
Mark Fuller, IPF Executive
Director. “The stories gave 
us a worldwide sense of 
place and what it means to 
be responsible stewards of 
the earth.” 

A highlight of the evening
was a documentary by high
school senior Loren James
Creer, Carbondale, Colorado, 
featuring the aerial acrobatics
of two local skiers who are
winning awards and making
news—Torin Yater-Wallace of
Basalt and Aidan Sheahan of
Carbondale. 

Presented and sponsored
by Patagonia, the festival was
started in 2003 by the South
Yuba Citizens League (SYRCL),
a  small group of concerned 
citizens who banded together
in 1983 to fight against several
proposed dams. SYRCL works
with nonprofit groups 
nationwide to attract diverse
audiences and raise awareness
for environmental causes
through community outreach.
This year the festival traveled
to over 100 towns and cities
around the country.
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