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Compost Blankets Restore Once Barren Slopes
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Left:  On August 14, 10
members of the “Maroon
Corps”, an informal 
volunteer group of local
young adults, planted
over 200 lodgepole pine
seedlings on the steep
slopes below the Top Cut
near timberline.  
Right:  Travis Bruch (left),
White River National
Forest, and Forestry
Consultant Jeff Webster
(right), visited the 
lodgepole pine plantation
south of the Ghost Town
of Independence with 
IPF Executive Director
Mark Fuller.

evegetation throughout the Pass corridor continues to
play a substantial role in the Independence Pass
Foundation’s restoration work. Since 2004, IPF has

undertaken a series of five “compost blanket” projects on the
steep and severely eroded 
hillsides below the one- and one-
half mile stretch of the Pass
known as the Top Cut. The Top
Cut, where IPF has worked since
1996, lies just below the summit
on the west side.

The lack of organic nutrients
in the soil limited the natural
revegetation of the slopes 
below the road. Begun on an
experimental basis, the compost
blankets have proven over the
years to make up for this 
deficiency. Organic compost
impregnated with native grass
seed is spread over the slopes with a blower. The annual
growth/dieback cycle that plants undergo replenishes organic
material, helping the grassy areas to become self-sustaining.

In September 2010, IPF treated over 70,000 square feet in
this location and elsewhere--50% more area than usual. The
total project cost, including hydromulching and traffic 
control, will be about $185,000. 

R
Federal grants to improve highways, recommended by the

Colorado Department of Transportation, have been 
hugely important to IPF’s ability to revegetate the once barren
hillsides below the Top Cut. IPF has received an additional

$52,000 federal enhancement
grant to undertake another
treatment next year. Previous
compost blanket applications
thrived this year due to 

unusually rainy weather.

Healthy and Sustainable
Forest Management
Additional planting projects

may come from the example set
by the Denver Women’s Club.
In the 1930’s, the women 
established a lodgepole pine
plantation south of the
Independence Ghost Town to

replace the native trees that were cut down for buildings and
firewood to support the Town of Independence. This forest is
now a perfect place for demonstrating healthy and 
sustainable forest management practices. Discussions are
underway with the Forest Service to explore collaborating on
some pilot projects in this area that would include public
access and education features.



Montane Sponsors 
($1,000 & Above)

Alpine Bank
Aspen Earthmoving
Community Banks Aspen
Environmental Logistics of
Colorado
Fiji Water
Forrest Painting & Decorating
Hotel Jerome
George Mead
Mead Witter Foundation
Panther Vision/Cap Light
Robert Pew
Yenter Companies

Forest Sponsors ($500)
Anonymous Donor
Aspen Orthopaedic Associates
Aspen Valley Landscaping
Diane & Garrett Bouton
Earth-Wise Horticultural
Pine Tree Players
Pomeroy Sports
Ute Mountaineer
King Woodward

Meadow Sponsors ($250)
39 degrees/Sky Hotel
ABCD Soderberg
Aspen Associates
Aspen Sotheby’s International Realty
Aspen Sports
Aspen Velo
Austin Peirce & Smith 
Claudia & Kirk Beattie 
Bethel Party Rentals
Bishop Plumbing & Heating 
Blazing Adventures
David Borchers, M.D.
Brunelleshci’s Pizza
Bob Camp 
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Chase
Dexter & Dennis Cirillo 
City Market
City of  Aspen
Clark’s Market
Barbara & Bil Dunaway

Eagle Crest Nursery 
Ellis Design
Frias Properties of  Aspen 
Fuller Consulting Services
Garfield & Hecht 
Joyce & Bill Gruenberg
H3 Architects/Heidi H. Hoffmann 
Hagman Architects 
Gail & Phil Holstein
Holy Cross Energy
Hy-Mountain Transportation 
Niki & Rodney Jacobs 
KAJX
KKCH Jack FM
KNFO
KSPN
Kracum Resources 
Tracie & Larry Kugler 
Bruce L. Lee, Rockwood 

Charitable Trust 
Lone Pine Construction
Judi & Bob Loubier
Louis Swiss Pastry
Main Street Bakery
Dewayne Niebur, M.D., Aspen 

Medical Care
Oates, Knezevich & Gardenswartz 
Obermeyer Asset Management Co.
Judith Olesen Consulting
Pagni Lawn 
Paradise Bakery
Peczuh Printing 
Hensley & James Peterson 
Pleasant Avenue Nursery 
Reese Henry & Co. 
Barbara Reid & David Hyman 
RFTA
Ryan Investment Management
Sandy’s Office Supply 
Schmueser Gordon Meyer
T-Lazy-7 
The UPS Store 
Timberline Bank 
Toklat 
Trees for Life
Vectra Bank
Wells Fargo Bank
Yeh & Associates
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Ride for the Pass Sponsors
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16th Annual Ride Attracts Bikers of All Ages!
very year hundreds of bike riders of all ages and
abilities join the Independence Pass Foundation
for an early-season jaunt from the winter gate

on Highway 82 to the Independence Ghost Town.
They also join fellow riders at the post-ride party at
the Sky Hotel where they have a chance to take
home one of dozens of prizes donated by Roaring
Fork Valley businesses and restaurants. We appreciate
the great turnout for the 16th Annual Ride for 
the Pass on May 22 as well as the support of the
generous Sponsors who made the Ride possible.

E



The Independence Pass Foundation 
Appreciates All of Our Generous Supporters!

August 1, 2009-August 31, 2010

suMMit Partners

($100,000 & above)
Anonymous Donors
City of  Aspen
Colorado Dept. of  Transportation
Pitkin County 

suMMit beneFactors

($25,000-$99,000)
Michael Stranahan
Jane Strandberg
U.S. Forest Service

tundra Friends

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous Donor

suMMit sustainers

($12,095 over 5 Years)
Anonymous Donors
Catto Charitable Fnd.
Margit & Lloyd Cotsen
Juliane Heyman
Bruce L. Lee, The Rockwood Trust 
Lisa & Willem Mesdag, The Mesdag 

Family Fnd.
Alison H. & Boniface A. Zaino.

alPine Friends

($5,000-$9,999)
The Louis & Harold Price Fnd.

tiMberline Friends

($2,500-$4,999)
Fred & Elli Iselin Fnd.
Judi & Bob Loubier (4)
Ryan Steelberg
The Thrift Shop of  Aspen
Ruth & Bob Wade, 

Ute Mountaineer (5) 
King Woodward (6)

Montane Friends

($1,000-$2,499)
Karen & Harry Andrews, In Honor of  

Judi Loubier
Aspen Earthmoving (2)
Judith Barnard & Michael Fain
Ruth H. Brown Fnd.
Christin Cooper & Mark Tache 
Carol G. Craig
Cynthia Curlee & Bob Camp (4)
Pamela Hart, Trees for Life
Jettie Kelly, T.R.Q. Family Fnd.
Sally & Jon Kovler, Blum-Kovler Fnd.
Bruce L. Lee, The Rockwood 

Charitable Trust (2)
Ernst & Wilma Martens Fnd.
George W. Mead II (2)
Dianne B. & David J. Stern
The William H. & Mattie Wattis 

Harris Fnd.
Mary & Hugh D. Wise III, 

The Flunison Fund
Jennifer A. Woodward, In Memory of  

Annie Woodward

Forest Friends

($500-$999)
Jannie & Tom Anderson, 

Pomeroy Sports
Aspen Earthmoving

Sallie M. & Thomas E. Bernard
Claudia  & Kirk Beattie (2)
Leigh & Al Buettner, The Buettner 

Family Fund of  the Pikes Peak 
Community Fnd.

Marcia A. Corbin
The Dubose Family Fnd.
Bernice & Loyal Durand
Cinda & Donnelley Erdman
Joan Kuyper Farver Fnd. (2)
Mary & Jim Griffith
Joyce & Bill Gruenberg (3)
Casady M. Henry, In Memory of  

Felix Pogliano, Jr.
Kristen Henry, In Honor of  Ed Barber 

& Robby Laitos
Gail & Phil Holstein (2)
Peter H. & E. Lucille Gaas 

Kuyper Fnd.
Tricia Nichols, The Cirila Fund
Pardon My Garden
Hensley & James Peterson, In Memory

of  Cynthia Curlee (3)
Carolyn K. & Robert K. Purvis, 

Chinook Fnd. (2)
Barbara P. Reid & David Hyman (2)
Toni & Arthur Rock, The Rock Fnd.
Marcia & Philip Rothblum Fnd. 

Advised Fund at Aspen 
Community Fnd. (2)

Terrie & Perry M. Waughtal
Marion W. & Donald P. Weiss
Cynthia Wayburn, In Memory of  

Heather Hopton
Susan Webb De Saint Phalle
Marnie & Jerome P. Webster, Jr.

Meadow Friends

($250-$499)
Clark’s Market Cash Savers
Margaret DeWolf
Laura & Bruce Falkenberg
Elvie & Yale Gieszl
Cynthia A. & Roy E. Hofer
Heidi Hoffmann, HHH Architects
The Richard E. & Marianne B. 

Kipper Fnd.
Mary & Russell C. Libby
Erin M. Loubier & Steven J. Bennett,

In Honor of  Judi Loubier (2)
Ramona & James Markalunas
Judy & Dr. William Murray, In Honor 

of  Mark Fuller
David Newberger
Brooke A. Peterson & Diane T. 

Peterson Advised Fund at 
Aspen Community Fnd.

Hensley & James Peterson, In Memory
of  Cynthia Curlee 

Anne Rickenbaugh
Nancy & Miles Rubin  
The Susan & Ford Schumann Fnd.
Alexis & Steven Spiritas, In Honor of  

Lenore Pogliano
Andrea & Lubert Stryer (2)
Lucia D. Swanson
Betty J. Weiss 

streaM Friends

($100-$249)
Anonymous Donor
Andrew S. Allan
Peter Anzalone & Angeles N. Torres
Rebecca T. Ayres
Scott Balcomb
Edgar F. Barber
Barbara Batinkoff  & Bruce H. 

Winston
Amy & Neal Beidleman
Chuck Bellock
Catherine M. & Carl Bergman
Diana H. Beuttas
Donna L. Blackmon & Timothy W. 

McGuire, Jr.
Rita & Irwin Blitt
Laurene B. Brooks
Suzanne Scheer Brown, In Memory of  

Grace Dabagian
Jacolyn & John Bucksbaum
Kay & Matthew Bucksbaum
Katherine & James Bulkley
Mary Maureen Callahan, In Honor of  

Molly Campbell
Ronald W. Cattany
Johanna B., M.D., & Donald 

Chookaszian
Hal Clark (2)
Barbara Conviser
Rufus Crockett
Susan & Michael Davidoff  (2)
Helen Buchanan Davis
Marian Lyeth Davis
Jaclynn & Dean Derosier, In Memory 

& Honor of  Cindy Curlee Camp
Jaclynn & Dean Derosier, In Honor of

Nancy & Wolf  Gensch
Tris Dows
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy M. Bernstein
Deborah R. & Jerome P. Epstein
Debra & Steve Falender
Suzanne Farver
Mary C. & Paul F. Fee
Ingegard Kampe Fehr
Eileen Fish
Martin Flug
Katherine & Alan Fox
Ginna & Timothy Francis
Jane & Bill Frazer
Dorothy Frommer
Lillian Fuller, In Memory of  Carl W. 

Fuller (2)
Susan R. & Richard W. Gessner
John C. Gray
Margot B. Hampleman
Ruth B. & John Hatfield, Jr.
Scott A. Hicks
Heidi C. Horner
Richard Horvitz
Bruce W. Jeffreys
Sallyanne C. Johnson
Steve Junge
Marvin Kahan, In Honor of  

Lillian Fuller
Jeffrey D.J. Kallenberg
Jean & John M. Kaste, In Honor of  

Judi & Bob Loubier
Katz Family Fnd.
Diane & Jack Kennedy, In Honor of  

Kristen Henry
Sue & Albert Kern

Maureen A. & David E. Kerr
Shirley & Stanley Kritzik
Katherine & James B. Kurtz
W. Robert Laitos, Ph.D.
Elaine & Robert LeBuhn
Marianne E. & William A. Lederer
Carol & William Lightstone
Erin M. Loubier & Steven J. 

Bennett (2)
Judith Hill Lovins & Amory B. 

Lovins
William C. Light
Louis Price Mattis, In Memory of  Sara 

Helene Mattis
Dan & Tita McCarty Advised Fund 

at Aspen Community Fnd.
Allison D. & Dick Meeker
David Kent Melton
Leroy M. Merritt & Robb L. Merritt
Martha S. Moran & James A. 

Kirschvink
Marjory M. Musgrave & Frank S. 

Peters
Patricia M. & Kirk M. Nevins, In 

Memory of  Gerald H. Smith
Virginia & Rick Newton (2)
Blanca & J. Cavanaugh O’'Leary
Fonda & Charles Paterson (2)
Melinda & Dr. Norman C. Payson
Peczuh Printing Co.
Avilla Peterson
Bernard R. Phillips
Cyrena N. & Lee G.  Pondrom
Anne & Arnold L. Porath
Irma Prodinger
Carol T. Racine
Aron Ralston
Tim C. Rodell
Louisa F. & James A. Rudolph
Patti & Greg Rulon
Mary Salton, In Memory of  

Heather Hopton
Elaine J. & Vincent G. Santucci
Sally B. Saunders
Richard Scales
James E. Scull
Sallie Shatz
Melissa A. Shennan
Carol U. & Daniel G. Sisler
Michael R. Spaulding
Mark Tye
Mary L. & Larry L. Wallace
Everett J. Wiehe
Eleanore B. Wilfley
Beth & Pierre Wille
Robert E. Wilson, In Memory of  

Linda Jean Wilson
Barbara Batinkoff  Winston & Bruce 

H. Winston
Edie & George B. Wombwell, For 

Pine Trees (2)
Lucy & Po-Hsiung Yang
Brig Young
Cecelia & David Zumwinkle
Robert L. Zupancis

Moraine Friends

($1-$99)
Martha Ames & Stephen C. Hach
Kathleen K. & Dr. David A. Arthur
Helen C. & Joe M. Badt II
Marilyn L. & Ralph W. Ball, In Honor 

of  Ralph’s 90th Year
Dawn Barton
Beatrice H. & Gordon T. Beckley
Joan & John Bemis
Lisa C. Bennett
Clurie Bennis

Printed On 
Recycled 

Paper



GENEROuS SuPPORTERS

Nancy K. Bosshard, In Memory of  
Colleen Daly

Kurt G.  Bresnitz
Linda K. & Robert D. Brining
Kathryn M. Buster
Terry P. & Stephen H. Casey
Beth Cashdan & Paul D’Amato (2)
Thomas G. Chapin
Patrica Chew & Robert F. Whalen, In 

Memory of  Cindy Curlee
Gesine & Jack Crandall
Lizbeth & John Diprato
Josephine E. Dolinsek
Mary S. Dominick & Sven Coomer
Catherine R. & Peter R. Davis
Irvin A. Ebaugh Jr.
Sally Skaggs Faison & Christopher M. 

Faison
Mary Lou & Joseph W. Farrell III
Marylou T. Felton
Mary Lou & John V. Flynn, Jr.
Randy Gold
Tharey & Barry J. Goldstein
Margot Graham
Joyce Kennish Greenhaus & Shelley 

Greenhaus
Georgia & Andy Hanson
Ann V. Hodges
Philip R. Hodgson
Heidi H. Hoffmann & Thomas W. 

Griffiths
Sharon & Michael Hoffmann
Katherine U.  Hubbard
Betty A. & Herbert L. Jacobs, M.D.
C.P. & J. Stephen Kanipe
Jacquelyn A. Kasabach
Linda & John G. Keleher
Sue S. & Alfred J. Kobak, M.D.
Raymond Koenig
Geoffrey H. Lester
Denison S. Levy
Marnie Lucchini
Joanne & Lee R. Lyon
Cornelia B. & George W. Madsen Jr.
Kathy A. Mann
Mr. & Mrs. W.Baker McAdams
Marian F. McAleenan
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew D. McCullough, Jr.
Elizabeth & Graeme Means
Hans A.  Middelberg

Donna Miller & R. Thomas Ward, 
In Honor of  the Mallory Family

Peggy & Barry Mink, M.D.
Cliff  Mohwinkel
Carolyn W. & Thomas A. Moore, In 

Memory of  Alberta Moore
David Muckenhirn
Bob Nix
Margaret T. O’Brien
Helen Palmer, In Honor of  Bob Lewis 

& for Snow Fence Removal
Bruce Parlette
Buzz Patten
Susan R. & Daniel E. Patterson
Peter Pendergast
Pfizer Fnd. Matching Gifts Program
Gina Pogliano & Connor Gleason, 

In Memory of  Felix Pogliano, Jr.
Carolyn K. & Robert K. Purvis

John W. Putnam
Richard H. Reventlow
Rachel E. Richards
Valerie Richter
Julie & Randy Rieger
Roaring Fork Conservancy
Mary Ellen & Peter Rogers
Gary Rosenau (2)
Jennifer R. Sabella
Lois & Thomas C. Sando
Clare & Marius Sanger
Leslie & Howard Schirmer, Jr.
Janet K. Schoeberlein
Marlene Schroeder
Olga & William H. Sens
Kim Sheelar
Dawn Shepard
Carolyn & Richard Shohet
June Simmons

Len D. & William C. Slusser
Stephanie & John Sommers (2)
Paula & Robert Starodoj
Jonathan Stoller & Herb Hamsher
Ned Sullivan, In Memory of  

Sally Sullivan
Elizabeth Talenfeld
Dr.  Nancy G. Thomas & Dr. Roger

E. Davis
Nancy T. Tipton, In Memory of  

Jack Tipton
Sylvia & Rene Tornare
Jill Uris
Nina Coulter Ware
Susan Whitney, In Honor of  

Lisa Markalunas
Marilyn H. Wilmerding, In Honor of  

Doug Burden
Ken Wright

Independence pass FoundatIon
Bob Wade, President

Kristen Henry, Vice President
Judi Loubier, Treasurer

Directors: Bob Camp, Debbi Falender, Bill Gruenberg, Kristen
Henry, Heidi H. Hoffmann, David Hyman, 

Judi Loubier, Ramona Markalunas, 
James Peterson, & King Woodward

Mark Fuller, Executive Director
Judith Olesen, Development Director

IPF Hosts 
2nd Wild & Scenic 

Film Festival  
he Independence Pass
Foundation hosted a
fast-moving program of

eight short documentaries at
the Wheeler Opera House
January 5. The subjects of
IPF’s 2nd annual film fest
ranged from organic backyard
farming to western range
wars and from threatened
orangutans to protection of
the world’s largest marine
reserve. The program also 
featured a 10-minute video
covering two decades of IPF’s
restoration work. In addition
to enjoying award-winning
films, attendees had the
chance to win “giveaways”—
including a pair of cross coun-
try skis and two nights at the
Hotel Jerome — donated by
businesses and individuals. 

2010 Wild & scenic 
Film Fest sponsors

Aspen Square Hotel
Cynthia Curlee & Bob Camp
Bill & Joyce Gruenberg
Charlie Hopton, 
KSPN & KNFO Radio
Judi & Bob Loubier
Hensley & James Peterson
Pomeroy Sports, 
Barbara Reid & David Hyman,
Ski.com
The Gant
Trans Aero Helicopter Services
Ute Mountaineer
Wilderness Workshop
King Woodward
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