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IPF Reaches Middle Cut Milestone!
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Grass seed incorporated within a compost blanket installed in 2008 is show-

ing healthy growth in the summer of 2009.

The Independence Pass Foundation reached a major

milestone in 2008 with the completion of the Middle Cut stabi-
lization wall and the reconstructed slope above the wall. The
Middle Cut extends for 330 linear feet beginning above mile-
post 60.3 in the one- and one-half mile “Top Cut” section of
Independence Pass just below the summit on the western side. 

The Middle Cut project has been ongoing since design and
engineering work was first undertaken in 2004. The 

Mechanically Stabilized Earth (MSE) wall combines the
practicality and aesthetic appeal of IPF’s previous wall
designs at the Big Cut and Twin Gullies sites with the struc-
tural stability and effective drainage demanded by current
CDOT standards. Although the final product looks very
much like previous walls, the internal structure required us
to wrap the geotextile fabric that reinforces the earth fill
behind the wall.

In addition, drain pipes were installed behind the rock
facing to ensure that water infiltrating the wall structure can
drain without causing instability. The wall is faced with
native boulders quarried from a talus slope near the Weller
Lake trailhead that has been IPF’s source of rocks for previ-
ous walls.

In 2009, the reconstructed slope above the wall will be
revegetated with native trees, shrubs, and grasses and treat-
ed with hydromulch to ensure strong growth in the future. 

Jon White, Colorado

Geological Survey, accompa-

nied Executive Director Mark

Fuller on an inspection of the

Middle Cut wall (shown here)

on June 23. Jon developed the

original design for the Top Cut

native rock walls, and has

advised IPF on stabilization

projects since 1995.

During the 2008 work season, IPF’s long-tme contractor, Aspen Earthmoving,

rebuilt the slope above the Middle Cut Wall, covering a base layer of rock

rubble with several inches of topsoil. 

To revegetate the barren slopes below the Top Cut, IPF has been applying

composted organic material in at least four-inch layers over wide areas.

Containing grass seed, the compost is held in place by synthetic mesh netting.



Montane Sponsors 
($1,000 & Above)

Alpine Bank
Aspen Earthmoving
Community Banks Aspen
Environmental Logistics of  

Colorado
Fiji Water
Forrest Painting & Decorating
Panther Vision/Cap Light
Robert Pew
Yenter Companies

Forest Sponsors ($500)
Anonymous Donor
Aspen Valley Landscaping
Barbara & Bil Dunaway
Earth-Wise Horticultural
Judi & Bob Loubier
Pine Tree Players
Pomeroy Sports
Under Armour
Ute Mountaineer
Valley Lumber

Meadow Sponsors ($250)
39 degrees/Sky Hotel
Aspen Medical Care 
Aspen Tree Service 
Aspen Velo
Austin Peirce & Smith 
Claudia & Kirk Beattie 
Bethel Party Rentals
Bishop Plumbing & Heating 
Blazing Adventures
Brunelleschi’s 
Dexter & Dennis Cirillo 
City Market
City of  Aspen
Clark’s Market
Cynthia Curlee & Bob Camp 
Eagle Crest Nursery 

Frias Properties of  Aspen 
Fuller Consulting Services
Garfield & Hecht 
H3 Architects/Heidi H. Hoffmann
Hagman Architects 
Hub of  Aspen 
Hy-Mountain Transportation 
Niki & Rodney Jacobs 
KAJX
KKCH Jack FM
KNFO
KSPN
Kracum Resources 
Tracie & Larry Kugler 
Bruce L. Lee, Rockwood Charitable 

Trust 
Limelite Lodge 
Lone Pine Construction
Louis Swiss Pastry
Main Street Bakery
Dewayne Niebur, M.D., Aspen 

Medical Care
Oates, Knezevich & Gardenswartz 
Obermeyer Asset Management Co.
Pagni Lawn 
Paradise Bakery
Peczuh Printing 
Hensley & James Peterson 
Pleasant Avenue Nursery 
Reese Henry & Co. 
Barbara Reid & David Hyman 
RFTA
Ryan Investment Management
Sandy’s Office Supply 
Sopris Chiropractic 
T-Lazy-7 
The UPS Store 
Timberline Bank 
Toklat 
Total Merchant Services 
Rich Wagar 
Yeh & Associates 

Volunteers teamed up with ipF Board members and staff
to present the 15th anniversary Ride for the pass. Left to
right, back row:  Board member Bob camp, volunteers
debby overeynder & ed Barber, Board members david
Hyman, Gail Holstein, King Woodward, & James peterson.
Left to right, front row: volunteers Jackie Kasabach & Gina
pogliano, Board Vice president Kristen Henry, executive
director Mark Fuller, & development director Judith
olesen. We apologize to the hardworking volunteers &
Board members missing from this photo!
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15th Anniversary 
Ride for the Pass Sponsors
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IPF Celebrates 15th Anniversary Ride for the Pass!
ipF’s 1st annual Ride for the pass 15 years ago attracted
just over 100 riders. through the years, ridership has grown
by several hundred bikers. But in many respects the Ride
remains the same exciting event signaling the start of the
biking season in the Roaring Fork Valley. Riders appreciate
the unique opportunity to ride the pass without automo-
biles. Following the Ride, the participants enjoy the party
at the sky Hotel and the chance to take home one of
dozens of giveaways that are donated by valley businesses
and restaurants. ipF is grateful to the sponsors, support-
ers, volunteers, & riders who make the Ride possible!
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The Independence Pass Foundation 
Appreciates All of our Generous Supporters!

July 15, 2008-July 31, 2009

,SUMMIT PARTNERS

($100,000 & ABOVE)
Anonymous Donors
City of  Aspen
Colorado Dept. of  Transportation
Pitkin County

SUMMIT BENEFACTORS

($25,000-$99,000)
Michael Stranahan
Jane Strandberg
U.S. Forest Service

SUMMIT SUSTAINERS

($12,095 Over 5 Years)
Anonymous Donors
Margit & Lloyd Cotsen
Zoe & Ernesto Cruz, In Honor of  

Neal Beidleman & 
Norman Perlmutter

Diane & Richard Goldstein, 
Hummingbird Advised Fund of  

Aspen Community Fnd. 
Juliane Heyman
Evelyn & Leonard A. Lauder, The 

Leonard & Evelyn Lauder Fnd.
Bruce Lee, Rockwood Charitable 

Trust, In Memory of  John 
Landon Lee

Lisa & Willem Mesdag, The Mesdag 
Family Fnd.  

Lynda & Stewart Resnick
Alison H. & Boniface A. Zaino
Mollie Zweig, Mollie Zweig Fnd.

TUNDRA FRIENDS

$10,000-$24,999
Fred & Elli Iselin Fnd.

ALPINE FRIENDS

($5,000-$9,999)
The Louis & Harold Price Fnd.

TIMBERLINE FRIENDS

($2,500-$4,999)
Aspen Earthmoving
The William H. & Mattie Wattis 

Harris Fnd.

MONTANE FRIENDS

($1,000-$2,499)
Christin Cooper & Mark Tache
Marcia A. Corbin 
Carol G. Craig 
Jettie Kelly, T.R.Q. Family Fnd.
Sally & Jon Kovler, Blum-Kovler Fnd.
Ernst & Wilma Martens Fnd. 
George W. Mead II 
Tamar Olitsky, The Elizabeth 

Goldberg Family Educational 
Fund 

Nancy L. & Charles R. Wall 
Mary & Hugh D. Wise III, The 

Flunison Fund 
Jennifer A. Woodward, In Memory of  

Anne Marie Woodward—“She 
Always Loved Independence Pass.”

FOREST FRIENDS

($500-$999)
Sallie M. & Thomas E.  Bernard 
Robert Camp & Cynthia Curlee
Zoe & Ernesto Cruz 
Susan Webb De Saint Phalle 
Sara Paschall Dodd 
Bernice & Loyal Durand 
Katherine Lewis Etienne & Serge 

Etienne, Braille Trail Improvements
M. Joan Farver, Joan Kuyper 

Farver Fnd.
Bobbie & Jamie Gates 
Mary & Jim Griffith 
Joyce & Bill Gruenberg 
Casady M. Henry, In Memory of  

Felix Pogliano, Jr.
Gail W. & Phil Holstein 
Mead Witter Fnd.
Anne Rickenbaugh 
Toni & Arthur Rock 
Cynthia Wayburn, “In Memory of  

Heather Hopton, Who Is Missed on 
Every Hike Off  Independence Pass 
& Was A True Conservationist”

Marnie & Jerome P. Webster, Jr. 
King R. Woodward, In Memory of  

Annie Woodward 

MEADOW FRIENDS

($250-$499)
Andrew S. Allan 
Althy & Randy M. Brimm 
Leigh & Al Buettner
Julie & Dick Bulkeley 
Gerald Burk 
Laura & Bruce Falkenberg 
Susan & George Fesus 
Lillian Fuller, In Memory of  Carl W. 

Fuller
Elvie & Yale Gieszl 
Harriet & Richard Gold 
Tita Kaspar Advised Fund at Aspen 

Community Fnd. 
The Richard E. & Marianne B. 

Kipper Fnd. 
Paula & H. Montgomery Loud 
David Newberger 
Brooke A. Peterson & Diane T. 

Peterson Advised Fund at 
Aspen Community Fnd. 

Roger Pihl, P.G. 
Pine Tree Players, In Honor of  Will 

Blaney
Anne & Arnold L. Porath 
Richard H. Reventlow 
The Susan &  Ford Schumann Fnd.
Evelyn & Martin D. Siegel 
Alexis & Steven Spiritas, In Honor of  

Lenore Pogliano
Lucia D. Swanson
Ute Mountaineer 
Nancy L. & Charles R. Wall 
Betty Weiss

STREAM FRIENDS

($100-$249)
Martha Ames & Stephen C. Hach
Peter Anzalone 
Dr. David A. Arthur 
Claudine & Ronald D. Austin 
Edgar F. Barber 
Claudia Beattie, CPA 
Beatrice H. & Gordon T. Beckley 
Joan & John Bemis 
Bruce N. Berger 
Catherine M. & Carl Bergman
Diana H. Beuttas 
Donna L. Blackmon & Timothy W. 

McGuire, Jr. 
Rita & Irwin Blitt 
Katherine & James Bulkley
Ronald W. Cattany
Johann B., M.D. & Donald 

Chookaszian 
Clark’s Mark Cash Savers
Janice & Charles T. Collins, In 

Memory of  Robert Lewis
Emily & Rick Corleto 
Gesine & Jack Crandall 
Cynthia Curlee & Robert Camp, In 

Honor of  King Woodward’s 80th 
Birthday

Helen Buchanan Davis
Marian Lyeth Davis 
Loretta DeRose 
Margaret DeWolf  
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy M. Bernstein
Cinda & Donnelley Erdman 
M. Joan Farver 
Mary C. & Paul F. Fee 
B.J. & Gib Forster 
Katherine & Alan Fox 
Ginna & Timothy Francis 
Jane Z. & William R. Frazer 
Susan R. & Richard W. Gessner 
John C. Gray 
Joyce Kennish Greenhaus & Shelley 

Greenhaus 
Sam N. Gregorio, APLC 
Janet Guthrie, In Memory of  Bob Lewis
Margot B. Hampleman 
Ruth B. & John Hatfield, Jr. 
Kristen Henry 
Charles Hopton 
Richard Horvitz 
Jeffrey D.J. Kallenberg 
C.P. & J. Stephen Kanipe 
Jean & John M. Kaste 
Sue & Albert Kern
Maureen A. & David E. Kerr 
Katherine & James B. Kurtz 
Tracy & Glen Larner 
Nancy R. Lazar & George R. Zachar 
Marianne E. & William A.  Lederer 
William C. Light
Carol & William Lightstone 
Peter A. Looram 
Erin M. Loubier, In Honor of  Judi 

Loubier
Joanne & Lee R. Lyon 
Gordon MacAlpine & Rosemary 

Bilchak
Margulf  Fnd. 
Dr. Frank C. Marino 
Louis Price Mattis, In Memory of  Sara 

Helene Mattis

Sharon Hall McBay 
Allison D. & Dick Meeker 
Carolyn W.  & Thomas A. Moore 
Margaret Ann Mullins 
Marjory M. Musgrave & Frank S. 

Peters 
Blanca & J. Cavanaugh O'Leary 
Laurene B. Owen, In Honor of  Anne 

Rickenbaugh
Buzz Patten 
Melinda & Dr. Norman C. Payson 
Avilla Peterson 
Cyrena N. & Lee G.  Pondrom 
Irma Prodinger 
John W. Putnam 
Marcia & Philip H. Rothblum 
Mary Salton, In Memory of  Heather 

Hopton
Audrey A. Sattler 
Sally B. Saunders
Richard Scales 
James E. Scull, Gift of  Trees In 

Honor of  Melissa Shennan
Carolyn T. & John L. Shurman 
Susann Siebert 
Carol U. & Daniel G. Sisler 
Michael R. Spaulding 
Andrea & Lubert Stryer 
Rene Tornare 
Vectra Bank Colorado, Ride for the 

Pass
Mary L. & Larry L. Wallace 
Everett J. Wiehe 
Eleanore B. Wilfley, In Memory of  

Nancy Vandemoer Hill
Beth & Pierre Wille 
Robert E. Wilson, In Memory of  Linda

Jean Wilson
Ken Wright 
Mary S. & Brig S. Young 
Robert L. Zupancis 

MORAINE FRIENDS

(1-$99)
Gregg R.  Anderson 
Helen C. & Joe M.  Badt II 
Ralph W. Ball 
Charles E. Barbour
Nathaniel B. Bates 
Lisa C. Bennett
Kathryn L. Bergh, In Memory of  

Heather Hopton 
Kent Beverly Graphic Design 
Kurt G. Bresnitz 
Linda K. & Robert D.  Brining 
K. Dane & Carter S. Brooksher 
Suzanne Scheer Brown, In Memory of  

Grace Dabagian 
Joanie Klar Bruce & David Bruce 
Kathryn M. Buster
Paula & Matthew Carr 
Thomas G. Chapin 
Patrica Chew 
Annie S. Cooke, In Honor of  Bob Lewis
Cathryn R. & Thomas F. Crum 
Susanna C. & Charles O. Dalton, Sr. 
Catherine R. & Peter R. Davis 
Jaclynn & Dean Derosier, In Honor of

Nancy & Wolf  Gensch
Anthony M. Dilucia, Jr. 
Mary S. Dominick & Sven Coomer
Irvin A. Ebaugh, Jr. 
Mary Lou & Joe Farrell 
Darlynn & Tom Fellman 
Boots Ferguson 
Eileen Fish 
Mary Lou & John V. Flynn, Jr. 
Susan R. &  Richard W. Gessner 
Rob Gile 
Randy Gold 

Printed On
Recycled

Paper



GEnERouS SuPPoRTERS

Tharey & Barry J. Goldstein 
Margot Graham 
Kathryn G. Hannay 
Karen & Gregg S. Hemming 
Ann V. Hodges 
Philip R. Hodgson 
Heidi C. Horner 
Lorry & Tom Hubbard 
Betty A. & Herbert L.  Jacobs, M.D. 
Jacquelyn A. Kasabach 
Joan & John G. Keleher 
Sue S. & Alfred J. Kobak, M.D. 
John Koch, A Christmas Present for

Kathryn 
Raymond Koenig 
Robert D. Leatherman & Kathryn 

Pintner
Geoffrey H. Lester 
Denison Levy 
Cornelia B. & George W. Madsen Jr. 
Linda L. & Norman L. Matthew 
Timothy McMahon 
Lee & Paul Michaels 
Donna Miller & R. Thomas Ward 
Barbara & Dick Moebius 
David Muckenhirn 
Robert Murray 
Fonda & Charles Paterson 

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 
Program 

Suzy & David Pines 
Gina Pogliano, In Memory of  Felix 

Pogliano, Jr. 
Lenore Pogliano, In Memory of  Felix 

Pogliano
Sally & Dale Potvin 
Carolyn K. & Robert K. Purvis 
Rachel E. Richards 
Mary Ellen & Peter Rogers 
Melanie & Myron Roschko 
Anita & Gary Rosenau 
Thomas C. Sando 
Clare & Marius Sanger 
Marlene Schroeder
Olga & William H. Sens 
Frank C. Shelden 
Sandy Simpson & Don Davidson
Stephanie & John Sommers 
Paula & Robert Starodoj 
Jonathan Stoller & Herb Hamsher
Ned Sullivan, In Memory of  Sally 

Sullivan
Dr. Nancy G. Thomas & Roger E. 

Davis
Nina Coulter Ware 
Douglas J. Weiser 
Julie E. & Andre C.  Wille 
Marilyn H. Wilmerding 
Edie & George B. Wombwell 

school partners. For

many years, Aspen Middle

School and Aspen Country

Day School have partnered

with IPF to provide hands-on

revegetation experience for

their students while con-

tributing to the reclamation

of the Pass.  Thirty-seven

Aspen Country Day stu-

dents, accompanied by 10

teachers and parents, spent a

day in September 2008

planting seedling treets near

the Independence Ghost

Town. Groups of students

from both schools will

return this fall.

Welcome addition.
The summit of the Pass is

now home to two permanent

toilets. Installed on July 16,

the facilities were funded by

the Leadville Ranger District,

u.S. Forest Service. IPF will

fund the three-times weekly

servicing of the toilets

throughout September. The

Grottos is next in line for a

permanent toilet. over the

past three years IPF had

helped to fund temporary

port-a-potties at the summit.

save the date!
IPF will host its 20th Anniversary Celebration at the Aspen Center for

Environmental Studies in Aspen, 5:30-7:30 p.m., September 23.  To com-

memorate the occasion, renowned National Geographic photographer

David Hiser and renowned writer Paul Andersen will present photos and

excerpts from their new book on the Pass. Please join us for their pres-

entation and a tribute to IPF’s founder--biologist and educator Bob Lewis

(1921-2005)--as well as for horsd’oeuvres.


